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BALTIMORE, MARCH 2, 1832. 


ORIGINAL RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Carlisle, Feb. 15, 1832. 


Dear Brotruer,—lIt is with pleasure I appro- 
priate a few minutes to communicate to you, 
for insertion in the Protestant, some account of 
the work of Grace among us, on this (Shippen- 
burg) circuit. 

Our third Quarterly Meeting, for the present 
Conference year, was held at Concord, Frank- 
lin county, Pa. which commenced on Friday 
evening, 23d December last, and continued 
until the succeeding Thursday, during all which 
time we were permitted to enjoy the cheering 
influence of the spirit of Grace in an eminent 
degree. General solemnity prevailed and eight 
persons gave satisfactory evidence of justifica- 
tion by faith, in the sinners friend. On Satur- 
day, 4th inst. we commenced a two days’ meet 
ing at Luck’s school house, in Perry county, 
about 13 miles north west of this place; which, 
however, instead of lasting only two days, con- 
tinued four, to wit: till Tuesday evening. At 
this meeting, also, we had a gracious outpouring 
of the Divine Spirit, which resulted in the 
conversion of fourteen to the faith of the gospel 
of the Son of God. They were of different 
ages, viz: from 12 to 70. 

On Saturday last, we began a three days meet- 
ing at Weakly’s school house, nine miles west 
of this place, at which meeting we had quite 
reviving seasons, and although the weather was 
inclement, our congregations were large, solemn 
and attentive; and, notwithstanding any thing 
very special attended our labours on this occa- 
sion, | confidently believe that the good seed 
fellin many honest hearts, and will appear as 
bread cast upon the waters after many days. 
Our prospects on the circuit, generally, are 
good. We have received about eighty mem- 
bers since conference, and expect, ere the year 
closes, that the number will be increased to one 
hundred. Yours, &c. 

GEO. D. HAMILTON. 


For the Methouist Protestant. 
VIRGINIA. 


Morgantown, February 16, 1832. 


Dear Brotuer,—Our circuit is at present in 
a very prosperous condition, the Lord is on the 
giving hand. Between thirty and forty have 
joined since Conference, and we expect greater 
accessions. Prejudice seems to be falling; while 
charity and peace are becoming more prevalent 
in this part of the county. May the Great Head 
of the church keep us ever thankful and united. 

Our paper is very much admired here, and 
is also very useful among us. The people gen- 
erally inquire, ‘thas the Methodist Protestant 
arrived.’ Itis considered one of the best pub- 
lications in the United States, and I hope you 
will continue to keep it interesting and pro- 
in Christ, BBONS. 
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For the Methodist Protestant. 
ALABAMA. 


Autauga county, January 1832. 


Dear Brotuer,—AsI have seen no account 
in your paper from Alabama, whether the cause 
of religion among us is progressing or on the 
decline, | have concluded to give you a short 
account of the situation of our infant Zion in 
this section of country, as far as has come un- 
der my observation, and if you think proper 
you may insert it in your paper. Although we 
cannot number as many as some other places, 
yet the good Lord hath visited us in mercy and 
added to our number in this part of his moral 
vineyard, sixty-seven within four months. We 
have had three camp meetings recently in this 
district, a short account of which I have sub- 
joined. The first was held at the time of our 
Conference at Lebanon, Dallas county, and 
commenced on the 15th September, 1831. The 
weather was very unfavorable, both rainy and 
cool, until Sunday, when the clouds passed 
away, and we had a tolerable pleasant time. 
Our congregation was quite respectable, and 
behaved with the utmost decorum; although there 
were but few tents, yet they were quite large, 
and such liberality I have seldom seen manifest; 
their tables were spread and the utmost atten- 
tion paid .to persons When they arrived on the 
grounc; the Lord was truly present. Our con- 
ference broke up in great harmony, and the 
Lord owned his word. At this meeting, six 
souls professed to find the pearl of great price, 
and joined our church on Monday morning. 
Since conference [ have understood that several 
more have found peace with God through Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

The second commenced on Thursday, the 
27th October, at Republican meeting house, 
Lowndes county, in a neighborhood where we 
had a small class of nine members, but several 
who were not members of any church, helped 


to clear up the ground, &c. and our Baptist 


friends conducted themselves with the utmost 
liberality towards us. There were several tented 
who were not members of any church, and 
while they spread their tables and fed the peo- 
ple who attended, the Good Lord brake unto 
some of them the bread of life. On Friday 
evening, during the time of preaching, I be- 
held the most unusual solemnity resting on the 
people, and out much respected Brother Capel 
gave an exhortation at the close of the evening 
service, which seemed to give a new impulse to 
the work, and when he gave the invitation for 
mourners to come to the altar, it seemed as 
though he possessed all the vigor of youth, both 
in his voice and gesture. The altar was crowd- 
ed with weeping penitents, and throughout the 
meeting the work continued to increase, and on 
Sunday evening, when the invitation was given 
for mourners to come into the altar, I think 
I never saw as many deeply penitent souls 
at any one meeting I ever attended. The work 
was among the aged, the middle aged, and the 
young; and although there were not as many 


conversions as we could have desired, yet sev- 
eral found Him of whom Moses, in the Law’ 
and the Prophets, did write. At this meeting 


them heads of families. It was truly a pleasing 
scene to see husbands and wives coming for- 
ward together and enlisting under the banner of 
Prince Emanuel. Since the camp meeting 
several have found peace to their souls, and six 
more have unitec with us to go to Heaven, and 
many still seem penitent. : 

The third commenced on Friday, the 11th of | 
November, at McGehee’s camp ground on 
Cotoma, Montgomery county. The God of 
Israel was truly present. ‘Two of our Presby- 
terian brethren attended and preached with us 
at the commencement of our meeting with 
power and demonstration of the spirit. At 
this meeting there was truly a time of refresh- 
ing from the presence of the Lord. Our worthy 
President, brother Dulany, attended and preach- 
ed an able and interesting sermon on Sunday. 
The christians were made to shout aloud, and 
sinners wept before the Lord. From the in- 
terest manifested by several mourners, the 
meeting continued until Tuesday morning; and 
Monday night was truly a time which will never 
be forgotten by those who attended. In the 
space of from fifteen to twenty minutes, I think 
there were seven souls, who had been mourning 
for days on account of their sins, rose one ata 
time, rejoicing in God their Saviour. Oh what 
a pleasing scene, to hear seven new-born souls 
shouting glory to God at one time. Eighteen 
professed to be converted at this meeting, and 
twenty-one joined the church. 

The following is a statement of the members 


who have joined us since last September, and 
the places where they joined:— 


At Lebanon camp meeting, .o.a 
At Republican do. - 
At do. Other meetings, - 8 
At Cotoma camp meeting, - - Ql 
At Wesley Chapel, - - - Mi 
At School House, - 2 
At Rock Mount, - -* #- ] 

Total 67 


Yours, &c. G. A. CAMPBELL. 


Autauga county Alabama, Feb. 13, 1832, 


Dear Brotner,—I have travelled in the 
course of two months into different parts of S. 
Alabama, and I find Reform has taken root in 
many places. and anticipate, ere the close of 
this year, an enlargement of our borders. Some 
few weeks past I had sent an appointment to 
Montgomery, the meeting house there being 
built free for all sects of Christians. but when 
[ arrived the house was oceupid by an Episco- 
pal Methodist preacher, and on inquiry, was in- 
formed they intended to keep up their appoint- 
ments for several Sabbaths. At the close of the 
service, I informed the people that the next 


Sabbath I would preach at the Court House; 


eighteen persons joined the church, several. of i, , 
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I attended, but to my gratification, found a de- 
gree of liberality in the owners of the Theatre; 
they gave me up their house in which I preach- 
ed, and we have kept up regular preaching ever 
since, and have organized a society. I pray 
the Lord to bless the people. 
I was in Mobile about ten days past, and 
while there I called on a local preacher who 
had moved from South Carolina to that place a 
few months past. He informed me that the 
preacher in charge of that station had exercised 
a degree of power over the local preachers, in 
some of their late regulations about the house 
of preaching, that had astonished him; that he 
knew but little about reformers until he came to 
ahis county; but if the itinerant preachers had 
been exercising that degree of power over the 
people, he was surprised the members had not 
quit the church before this time; that the local 
preachers of the city had. declined labouring 
with him, and had sought out other places for 
preaching. I remain your brother in Christ, 
PEYTON BIBB. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NO. IV. 


A Theory of ministerial instruction and authority; 
and of mental and religious docility and obe- 
dience; showing how the former may become 
domination; and the latter mental and religious 
servility; and also, how these consequences may 
be prevented. 


Of the five hierarchies, without representa- 
tion, already enumerated, we have. authentic 
documents of the origin of two. A third every 
body knows, claims St. Peter as the first in the 
_ order of time. The fact that all true Catholics 

believe in this succession, proves the tendency 
ef the system upon the mind. How could it 
be otherwise, when representation is excluded 
upon principle; but that recourse must be had to 
divine origin and divine right. The men, who 
teach, and rule, cannot say to the people, you 
shall learn and obey, because we are your Lords 
and Masters; no, they must claim their authority 
from on high; and it seems that this is the most 
readily done, by following back the succession 
to one man; or at least, that it is most genial to 
the principles of a hierarchy to do so. Now 
let any person take the New Testaments; and 
the Koran; and the journal of Mr. Wesley, and 
see whether it is equally apparent, that St. Pe- 
ter was the first pope. Mahomet the first pro- 
phet and founder of Islamism. Mr. Wesley, 
the founder of travelling preachers’ authority. 
What an almost infinite disparity of evidence 
will there bein the first instance. But an Epis- 
copal Methodist has no lack of faith in the di- 
vine right of preachers. ‘The sincerity of Mr. 
Wesley has indeed been strongly doubted; but 
there is nothing in our theory, which involves 
him hypothetically in insincerity. We could 
not however make a theory fur one man or for 
one case. The benefit of a true theory is com- 
mon property. May not Mahomet have been 
sincere at first? And may not the first claim- 
ants of the patrimony of St. Peter have been 
Sincere? We feel fully persuaded that society 
cannot be based upon universal hypocricy; and 
that it cannot long exist, after sincerity univer- 
sally fails. ‘Ihe law or the instinctive feeling 
of self-preservation, seems not ‘to have been 
enough attended to, in attempting to account for 
the characters of leading men; and has probably 
been overlooked in part, by themselves. We 


are, believers in Providence; but in regard to’ 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


Ourselves, we think we can discover a Provi- 
dence, when we feel danger more readily, than 
at other times, that is, when we feel most, and 
reason least, or have the Jeast date to reasou 
upon. We own, that we cannot comprehend 
how Mahomet could seriously believe, in his 
revelations, nor can we comprehend how he 
could invent them. And itis equally incompre- 
hensible to many other minds, how Mr. Wes- 
ley, and his followers, could, and still can de- 
duce a divine right to teach and to rule from 
Providence. But these men were surrounded 
by enemies, and especially by thé enemies of 
their plans. Both were often in great uncertain- 
ty of final success; both varied, or improved up- 
on their plan of operation, without yielding any 
measure, or principle of power; and with both, 
every thing turned upon success, with it, all was 
gained, without it every thing was lost. The 
pressure of present danger, has a wonderful in- 
fluence over the mind. No man can foresee, 
how he, or others will think, or act under it; 
and no man can precisely anticipate, how it 
may modify the human character. We cannot 
admit to be sure, that any man can become in- 
capable of hypocricy; nor do we mean to insinu- 
ate, that there is any unusual tendency to sin- 
cerity, in the first buddings of the germs of su- 
premacy. Now we have assumed five cardinal 
“one! am for the correct origination and opera- 
ticn of society, viz: teaching, ruling, docility, 
obedience, and representation. But the last 
of these is not necessary to the origin or to the 
incipient operations of society; the law of self- 
preservation might therefore be in full actien, 
without prompting the mind of the founder of 
the system, to embrace it in his plan; but even 
with prejudice against it. All the founders of 
the hierarchies mentioned, were successful. 
Kach of them, it is to be presumed, and also 
the founders of the more ancient ones of Baby- 
lon and Egypt, which were probably the models 
of them all, was a teacher and ruler, and must 
have felt the necessity of docility and obedience 
om the part of the people, and above all their be: 
coming happy enough, under the new system to 
secure their affections. And so far as an indi- 
vidual may have been concerned, in promoting 
as well as founding a hyerarchy, will not these 
remarks be found to apply to him? In all Mr. 
Asbury’s personal or church difficulties, he 
seems never to have lost his sensitiveness to the 
crosses of his power. Contradiction and oppo- 
sition in these cases must be seriously felt or 
feared. 

Mahomet was certainly a teacher; and his dis- 
ciples were eininently docile; he was aruler too, 
and his authority was seldom questioned, and 
never resisted with impunity. But still we are 
told, that his religion was propagated by the 
sword. ‘This opinion, it is to be feared has led 
to false conceptions of human nature, and of hu- 
man society. ‘The sword of the prophet, like all 
other swords, killed real or supposed enemies; 
but would it not be difficult to point out, by 
what mode of operation, it made converts to re- 
ligion. ‘These conquorers held out their condi- 
tions; the religion of Islam; tribute; or the sword. 
Many choose the latter, they of course were 
slain; not converted;—others, as many of the 
Greeks, chose tribute;—others, as the Persians, 
accepted religion, those of course were convert- 
el by the Koran, and its ministers. The 
sil never were willing to be converted; 
never loved the prophet, or his religion; and 
never were pleased with either. Four hundred 
years of oppression and tribute, and the slaught- 
er of countless numbers of their countrymen, 
has not made musselmen of this race of men, 


though they had been converted from idolatry to 
christianity. But still other christians have a 
contemptible opinion of the religion of these 
Greeks. The truth is, they are men, and as 
such, cannot be converted mentally and reli- 
giously without docility and obedience. The 
same is true of the Hindoos. The Catholic 
sword has been drawn for the sake of religion 
also. And though, as the prophet speaks, it has 
made itself drunk with blood. it has made but 
few converts. Even in France, at the revolu- 
tion, many Protestants were still found. Has 
the Protestant sword been more successful in 
this work of regeneration. A Protestant sword! 
would it had never been unsheathed, as an in- 
strument of conversion. It is not the unwilling, 
but the willing obedience, that gives pleasure; 
and it is in pleasure, not in pain, that the mind 
yields its liberty. It is true, then, as the ex~- 
perience of nations has proved for ages, that 
society may exist, and be happy without repre- 
sentation. But it is also true, that when domi- 
nation, and mental and religious servility are at- 
tached, they cannot be maintained defensively. 
War, as it were, must be declared; offensive 
war. Whenever, therefore, religious society is 
formed exclusively of the principle of represen- 
tation; it may be taken for granted, that the time 
will come, when it must become belligerant, or 
millitant. For whenever the srlgciolen of so- 
cial rights begin to,be brought into consideration, 
the people will begin to feel for the substance, 
and find only the shadow. ‘The powers that 
be” perceiving this, will feel the danger, and if 
they begin in time, while the docility and obe- 
dience are but little impared, the people may be 
made so to feel the war interest, as to lose 
sight of their own, and in anticipation, or en- 
joyment of the pleasures of victory to fight for 
the supremacy. ‘This, as we take it, is the true 
theory of the origin,—-might we not add, also, 
of the necessity of religious wars. ‘The late 
expulsions from the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
is a species of this kind of warfare. ‘The mind 
cannot always be pleased with passive obedience, 
and non-resistance. In war, though men fight 
not for themselves they are roused into action, 
and feel a new, and more pleasurable emotion 
in resisting an enemy. 

Thus has this new hierarchy exhibitted in 
minature, all the characteristics of all the an- 
cient ones. It sets at defiance all the opposi- 
tion, by anticipating the speedy dissolution of 
all, who contend for our fifth principle, and 
glosies in the downfall of former revals. -Some 
reluctance,it must be confessed, was manifested 
to commence this active warfare, and advice was 
given to avoid it, by withdrawal. But such 
leints, are common preludes to millitant move- 
ments. Mr. O’Keily cannot be said to have 
been conquored. The generating principles of 
the social system were imperfect, and the seeds 
of discurd and anarchy were in his plan. His 
materials were intractible and refractory, and 
the want of skill in the leader made them more 
so. Ignorance of an enemy is a forerunner of 
defeat. 

From the first day until now, our whole 
heart and mind have been set upon a system of 
mutual instruction, to habituate and discipline 
our minds to think and act in conformity to our 


new PHILO PISTICUS. 


How natural! es affliction make us Chris- 
tians!—And how impossible is it, when all hu- 
man a is vain, and the whole earth too poor 
and trifling to furnish us with one moment’s 
peace, how impossible is it then to avoid looking 
at the Gospel!—Cowper. 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Prince Edward, Va. Feb. 22, 1832. 

Mr. Editor,—I arrived at this place a few 
days since, and expect in a few days more to 
proceed to the people of my charge. A letter 
from Abingdon informs me, that since I left 
there for Conference, the members of our church 
have been, as usual, quite active in the cause of 
God and christian liberty; and enjoy the smiles 
of the Great Head of the church. 

Without trespassing on the laws of charity, 
and laying aside that degree of affected modesty 
which has hitherto characterized the course of 
too many of our ministers, I have embraced 
the opportunity of making the professors and 
students of this institution, fully acquainted 
with our principles: the result you will, doubt- 
less, readily anticipate. If the cause in which 
we are engaged be that of righteousness and 
truth; and sanctioned as have been our efforts 
to promote it, by the Great Author of our liber- 
ties and immunities; it certainly becomes our 
duty, on all suitable occasions, in a proper 
manner to make known our views and princi- 
ples relative to a subject at once so just and im- 
portant. Our cause in this section of Virginia, 
though not advancing as rapidly as we could 
wish, yet its friends and advocates stand firm, 
confidently expecting the day when their labors 
and prayers shall be crowned with the happiest 
consequences. O that the Lord would bless 
abundantly this quarter of his vineyard. If the 
Lord should spare me, you shall hear from me 
again when I get to Abingdon. 


Yours, &c. LEWIS F. COSBY., 


EPISTOLARY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Mr. Editor,—The following letter was writ- 
ten by Mrs. Margaret A. Hopper, about three 
weeks before her death, toa young lady with 
whom, as intimated, she had spent the years of 
childhood and youth. ‘The parents of Mrs. H. 
died when she was a child, and then she was 
welcomed into the family of Mr. J, L——, be- 
tween whom and the father of Mrs. H. there 
had subsisted an intimate friendship. Mr. L. 
and his lady received her as a daughter, and 
their children, as a sister. ‘The usual facilities 
of education were employed, and every arrange- 
ment adopted that could further her improve- 
ment and happiness. In this affectionate family 
she remained for some considerable time; and 
afterwards her residence was not so distant but 
that frequent opportunities occurred for both 
visits and correspondence She became the 
mother of three children. After the birth of the 
last, her health, always delicate, began to de- 
cline. She languished under the effects of a 
pulmonary consumption for about a year, and 
then, most triumphantiy, ascended to the para- 
dise of the saints. Miss M. L——, to whom 
the letter is addressed, is the only daughter of 
Mr. L , and it is almost needless to remark 
that such an appeai—trom such a source—at 
such a time—made a powerful impression upon 
ter mind. She is now a praying woman, and 
preserves as a precious memorial, the MS. from 
which the following copy has been transcribed. 
Thinking this letter, from its intrinsic excel- 
lence and interesting associations, calculated to 
do good, | request its- insertion in the columns 
of your religious miscellany. If, through its 
instrumentality some reader should be convict- 
ed and converted, then we may rejoice in assist- 
ing to do what the friends of Mrs. H. have 
doubtless thought no one able to do, and that is 


—to increase her happiness. Yea, even in hea- 
ven, it would add to her felicity, to be called to 
the throne, and have a new and bright star in the 
front of her crown of glory, as an emblem of 
the redemption of a soul from sin through the 

osthumous publication of her last a«vice to her 
friend. Doubtless in such a case, she would 
call up with pleasure the time when she suffered 
on her dying bed, and in the midst of her suffer- 
ings was helped to sit up, day after day, while 
a little ata time, she wrote with a tremulous 
hand, the lines that follows:— 


Centreville, Md. January 24, 1827. 


My Dear Many,—You will no doubt be 
surprized to receive a letter from me at this 
time, as I am confined to my bed, and looking 
forward every day for a change of worlds and 
of scenes. I say you will be surprised; but as 
I have tasted and felt the boundless mercies of 
my Heavenly Father, and knowing the enjoy- 
ment arising therefrom, I feel anxious that you, 
my beloved Mary, should partake of that en- 
joyment. It has been my intention to write to 
you for some time past, but have put it off, ex- 
pecting to get better; and to-day I determined 
to make the trial. You are now young and in 
the midst of gaiety, surrounded by kind and 
affectionate friends, and every thing calculated 
to make you happy. Thus situated, you feel 
satisfied to put off a little longer the concerns 
of your immortal soul, and lull your conscience 
to sleep with the idea that you are young, and 
it is time enough yet; but, my friend, look 
around and see how many of your young com- 
panions have dropped off. You need look no 
farther than at the one who now addresses you. 
Behold her! the once youthful companion of 
your childhood, now tottering on the brink of 
eternity, at the early age of twenty-one; cut off 
from the pleasures, (if we may be allowed to 
call them so,) of this world, and daily under the 
expectation of exchanging it for a far better. 
Surely, if any one ever had cause to be attach- 
ed to this world, | have had. I never had any 
thing to make me unhappy. I was deprived of 
my parents at too early an age to feel their loss; 
and may I not say with truth that I met with 
parents in your family? Yes! never while I 
have a heart to feel, can I forget the affection- 
ate kindness and tenderness that I experienced 
whilst under your hospitable roof. I have ever 
since looked upon you, more in the light of a 
sister than an acquaintance; and can I bear the 
idea of leaving this world without trying to 
persuade you to meet me in Heaven? Oh! Mary, 
the pleasures of this world are nothing when 
compared with the joys of religion. I have 
tried them in different forms, but what good 
would its pomps and vanities do me in this mo- 
ment? Nothing but religion can comfort and 
sustain me now. Come, my friend, from this 
moment make up your mind to forsake your 
vanities, and cast your soul, naked and depend: 
ent, on the mercies of a loving Saviour;—give 
Him up your heart, your undivided heart, and 
be assured that He will receive you as his child. 
You will not like the giving up your gay com- 
panions, and they will doubtless persuade you 
that you are young, and that there is no need 
of a speedy preparation. They may say, you 
will have to abandon all your recreations and 
enjoyments; but do not let them have any 
weight with you. Ask those friends what they 
will do for you ina dying hour? ‘When life 
sinks apace, and death heaves in view,’ where 
will you then find comfort? I fear you are by 


‘this time tired; or perhaps you have not had pa- 


tience to read this letter at all. 
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If so, I have 
one request to make, that is, to give it to your 
beloved mother to take care of, and perhaps, 
when you hear that the cold grave has forever 
separated us, and that your friend has gone for- 
ever, you may feel disposed to look it over; and 
oh! while you read, may the Almighty send the 
keenest convictions to your heart; may you see 
and feel yourself a sinner, and determine to set 
out from that hour to be a disciple of the meek 
and lowly Jesus. Remember me affectionately 
to your dear father and mother! Tell them [ 
expect to shake hands with them on the blessed 
shores of eternal deliverance. O, what a happy 
meeting it will be to those who have been long 
separated, to meet to part no more! and should 
it be my blessed lot to get there, may I not look 
out for my dear dear Mary. I flatter myself 
that I may. I must conclude, and O may hea- 
ven shower its choicest gifts upon you. Fare- 
well my dear friend, and believe me still to be, 


yours, &c. MARGARET A. HOPPER. 


OBITUARY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MRS. ELIZA ANN MOORE. 


On the morning of the 17th September, 1831, 
Sister Moore left this life of trial and sorrow, 
for the ‘‘mansions of rest,” that are ‘prepared 
for God’s people.’ Slie was in the morning of 
life; and her departure teaches us, that Death 
is no respecter of age or persons. 

My acquaintance with her was short, retes, 
only commenced in the winter of 1830, when 
found her upon the bed of affliction. Shortly 
after her marriage, she was arrested by the cold 
and withering hand of consumption; and in the 
earliest stage of her illness professed to have no 
hope of recovery. She talked of death with so 
mach composure, that, connecting her conver- 
sation with other circumstances, [ became alarm- 
ed for her safety, and was fearful that she was 
deceiving herself. 

She frequently spoke of her approaching dis- 
solution; but invariably declared, .that death 
was not so near as her feeble appearance might 
lead her visiters to suppose. When questioned 
concerning the exercises of her mind, she 
would tell me, ‘She knew in whom she had 
believed—that she felt no fear of death—but 
that her mind was sometimes distressed at her 
not feeling so happy, as some other Christians 
of whom she had read, whose decease had been 
signalized by triumph;’’—and then she would 
say, ‘that she felt a kind of assurance that she 
would not die, until all those difficulties were 
removed.’ Her frame rapidly wore away; and 
[ suon had the happiness to discover that ‘‘pa- 
tience would be pertected.’”’ She became more 
resigned—more calm—more peaceful; and [I 
believed she was ‘‘ready to be offered up” and 
that the “time of her departure was at hand.’ 
Her sufferings now were very great, and yet 
she bore them as one whose faith was ‘sure 
and steadfast.” On the..morning of her de- 
cease, she appeared restless in consequence of 
fever, and seemed anxious to depart. Her 
death was indeed triumphant. Although worn 
out by disease, her countenance exhibited hope. 
Shortly before her demise, placing her arms 
around the neck of her husband that she might 
be assisted in changing her position, as if the 
welcome message of ‘‘come away,’ sounded 
in her ears, she shouted ‘‘glory! glory!’ and 
escaped from her sufferings to her rich reward! 

A. WEBSTER, 

Abingdon, February 5, 1832. 
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BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 1832. 


American ‘Episcopal Methodists will do well to 
mark distinctly the signs of the times. _ 


Amongst our foreign journals we have the 
London Wesleyan Methodist Magazine, for Oc- 
tober 1831; which contains the address of the 
British Conference (composed of preachers only 
as amongst Episcopal Methodists in this coun- 
try) to the societies in great Britain, amongst 
other items we find the following: 


‘It is with unfeigned gratitude to the God of 
all grace, that we can report the existence of 
peace in our extensive connexion. The excep- 
tions are so few and insignificant, that we ma 
fairly state this great blessing to be almost uni- 
versal in our societies. Hundreds of sinners 
have been turned from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God. he past 


year has been productive of revivals in our socie- 
ties on a large scale.” 


Now mark, peace exists, and revivals ona large 
scale have taken place in their societies. Yet 
they are compelled to acknowledge in their ad- 
dress, the fact, that “the increase last year in our 


members have only amounted to five hundred and 


twenty-seven in Great Britain!!! The address 
proceeds. “From Ireland the returns shew 
a decrease of four hundred and twenty-siz!!!” 
It may be fairly inferred, that the old so- 
cieties are rapidly diminishing instead of in- 


creasing. | 


It should seem that it is reserved for British 
subjects and British and Irish Methodists, who 
live under an aristocratical government to com- 
mence a thorough reform in the aristocracy of 
Methodism as it exists in those countries, and 
which is certainly in many respects, not as odi- 
ous or despotic as the government of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church existing in this enlighten- 
ed Republic. Is there a member of the latter 


who shall read this and not feel himself degrad- 


ed by assisting to build up and perpetuate such 
a priestly aristocracy in this free country. Is 
there one whose cheek will not be suffused with 
the crimson blush of shame at his own degrada- 
tion, and that of his fellow Episcopal Metk.odists? 
Will it not be asked: 


Where are the hundreds and thousands who 
were the fruits of the British O!d Methodist 
connexion revivals? ‘The answer is plain, they 
have generally joined the other recently formed 
Methodist, or other churches, who haye refused 
all allegiance to the priestly domination of the 
old church or societies,—whilst hundreds and 
thousands of the preachers and members have 
seceded. We have no doubt from facts at hand, 
that those are the true causes. And yet Ameri- 


can Methodists only love to be lorded over by 
their preachers! British and Irish Methodists 
have risen in the majesty of their might, and 
have demanded their rights; on being refused 
they have immediately withdrawn and united 
themselves where christian freedom is ac- 


| knowledged, and where their New Testament 


rights are guarranteed. 


We feel mortified that there are thousands 
who love to hug the chains that bind them in 
mental and ecclesiastical bondage. We some- 
times think it cannot be possible, that they are 
so bewitched or infatuated—but stern realities 
overcome our speculations, and constrain us to 
acknowledge the fact of their deeply degraded 
state. 


We believe that some leading members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church will yet cry aloud 
on this subject--that memorials will go to gen- 
eral conference demanding lay-representation. 
But we believe they will all be in vain. It is 
presumed bishop * * *** * spoke for the bishops 
and presiding elders, and many of the preachers 
as well as for himself, when in substance he de- 
clared, that rather than submit to reform or re- 
presentation he would refit the old ship of min- 
isterial power if only a dozen more would unite 
with him, and continue the voyage against repre- 
sentation. What hope remains when those in 
whose hands the pswer resides continue to re- 
fuse representation? We believe further, that 
the more intelligent of the membership will 
gradually secede from the Methodist Episcopal, 
and will unite with the Methodist Protestant 
Church as has already occured to a respectable 
extent. But why, this loss of time with hun- 
dreds and thousands? If ecclesiastical liberty 
be worth possessing, why not enjoy it now? 


Brethren must pardon us for evincing so 
much anxiety for many of our brethren and sis- 
ters in theoldchurch. We cannot surrender the 
claims which our principles and affections have 
on them. Nor do we intend they shall remain 
spell bound if our humble efforts can avail to dis- 
solve or break the spell which binds them tem- 
porally and spiritually to the chariot wheels of 
assumed ministerial supremacy. We know 
there are some of the ministers and members cf 
the Methodist Protestant Church who believe 
that the mass of Methodists are not prepared for 
the enjoyment of the privileges of a free chris- 
tian people legislating for themselves; but we 
believe that those who have the independence 
promptly to act for themselves and for the enjoy- 
ment of their own rights, would make good 
members of the Methodist Protestant Church, 
particulary if their hearts be richly imbued 
with the spirit of the gospel of the grace of 
God. We hope that hundreds and thousands 
of them will very soon identify themselves with 
us in the cause of an equitable representative 
church government—and that together we may 
be instrumental in building up the church of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
THE LORD'S SUPPER. 
[Continued from page 62.] 
In our former communication, we promised 
to answer the four following interrogatories, viz: 
1. Of what does the Lord’s Supper consist? 
2. What preparations are necessary, in the ele- 
ments, and in the communicants? 3. Who have 
aright to partake? 4. What attitude are the 
communicants to assume at the Lord’s table? 


1. Of what does the Lord’s Supper consist? 


One denomination of Christians, and by far 
the most numerous in Christendom, say, the 
bread and wine, used in the Lord’s Supper, are 
changed by the power of God, and the prayers: 
of the officiating minister, into the real body and 
dlood of Christ, and consequently, that the Sup- 
per consists of the body and blood of Christ by 
transubstantiation. The doctrine which teach- 
es that the body of Christ is present in the Lord’s 
Supper, was first broached in the ninth century, 
but was refuted in a particular treatise by Ber. 
tram. In the tenth century, however, the doc- 
trine spread considerably, notwithstanding the 
opposition made by sensible writers, and by the 
Waldenses. In the twelfth century, the doctrine 
was generally received, and it was established 
by the council of Trent, in the sixteenth. The 
Papists formed their opinion of transubstantia- 
tion, (which signifies, that the substance of the 
bread is changed into the substance of Christ's 
body,) upon these words of Christ, ‘This is my 
body which is broken for you.” (1. Cor. xi. 24.) 
And upon the following passage in the gospel 
by John: ‘Verily, verily I say unto you, except 
ye eat the flesh of the son of man, and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso 
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last 
day; for my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood 
is drink indeed.” (Jno. vi. 53-55. 


Let us now examine these passages: First, 
“This is my body, which is broken for you.” 
This sentence is elliptical in both its parts. If 
it be not elliptical, the first part would convey 
an absurdity, and the second part would assert 
what was nottrue. The first part would say, 
the bread which Christ held in his hands was 
part of his body, which would be an absurdity; 
and the second part would assert that his body 
was then broken, which was not true; for his 
body was not broken till the scourgers had made 
long furrows in his back, and the nails had 
pierced his hands and his feet, and the soldier’s 
spear had pierced his side and his heart. When 
the ellipsises are supplied, the sentence will be 
freed from all absurdity, and convey a rational 
meaning. ‘Ehis bread is the representation of 
my body, which is to de broken for you.” 

Numerous examples of this kind of sentence 
are found in the Scriptures. In Joseph’s inter- 
pretation of Pharoah’s dream, it is said, ‘The 
seven good kine are seven years.’ Gen. 46, 26. 
This passage is obviously elliptical. Supply the 
ellipsis, and the passage will very rationally 
read, The seven good kine represent seven 
years. In the interpretation of the Batler’s 
dream of the vine, Joseph said: ‘‘The three 
branches are three days.”’ Gen. 40. 12. Supply 
the ellipsis and the reading will be: The three 
branches represent three days. In Matthew 13, 
38, our Lord, when explaining to his disciples, 
the parable of the tares, says: ‘‘The field is the 
world; the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom, but the tares are the children of the 


wicked one.” “This verse is elliptical through- 
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out, the obvious reading is: The field represents 
the world; the good seed represent the children 
of the kingdom, but the tares represent the 
children of the wicked one. Again; Paul, when 
speaking of the rock in the wilderness, which 
was smitten by Moses, and out of whose flinty 
sides gushed forth refreshing streams of water, 
says: “And that rock was Christ.”’ Supply the 
ellipsis, and we have the true reading: And that 
rock was a type of Christ. Hence said Christ, 
in allusion to the smitten rock in the wilder- 
ness; “‘If any man thirst, let him come unto me 
and drink.’’ The same elliptical mode of ex- 
pression is used in relation to the cup of wine 
given by Christ to his disciples. ‘‘After the 
same manner also he took the cup, when he 
had supped, saying: this cup is the New Testa- 
ment in my blood: this-do ye, as oft as ye drink 
it, in remembrance of me.” (1. Cor. xi. 25.) 
Supply the ellipsis, and the reading will be: 
This cup of wine represents the new covenant,* 
(Diatheke,) made in my blood; this do, as often 
as ye drink it, in remembrance of me, whose 
blood shall be shed for the remission of sins. 

Here we will remark, that it evidently was not 
our Lord’s design, in the passage under con- 
sideration, to teach his disciples to eat his body 
as the Jews eat the paschal lamb; but that he 
was then instituting a feast of bread and wine 
in memory of his sacrifical death on the cross. 
Hence he broke the bread before he gave it to 
them to shadow forth his violent death for their 
redemption. Take, eat; this broken bread rep- 
resents my body, which on the morrow is to be 
broken for you. Let this great event be con- 
stantly before your minds, for there is no other 
sacrifice for sin; and let your faith lay firm hold 
on the promise of the Father, that whosoever 
believeth in me shall not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. 

Neither did he design to teach his disciples 
to drink his blood, when he gave them the cup 
of wine; but to shew them that his blood, which 
had been from the beginning typified by the 
shedding of the blood of animals, was now 
about to be poured out for the redemption of 
the world; and that they should commemorate 
that most solemn event by a perpetual feast in 
memory of his dying love toman. The idea of 
eating the flesh and drinking the blood of their 
beloved master could not have entered into the 
minds of the disciples. It was too shocking to 
be received by them even as Jews, who would 
not so much as eat or drink the blood of ani- 
inals: aud it is too monstrous to be received by 
us Gentiles, who make any pretensions to com- 
inon sense. Even Catholic writers have felt 
the horror of this cannibal notion, and ingenu- 
ously confess, ‘‘that did their senses perceive, 


what their faith obliges them to, believe, the 


horror of it would be so great, that almost all 
persons would abhor the receiving this sacra- 
ment’’ And hence they give those two jesuiti- 
cal reasons why, though they do substantially 
eat the flesh, and drink that very blood which 


*The word daSnxn (diatheke,) here translated 
testament, answers to the Hebrew word Berith, 
which all the translators of the Jewish Scrip- 
tures have understood to signify a covenant. 


The translators of the New Testament Scrip- | fl 


tures have affixed the same signification to the 
word diatheke as often as it occurs in the writ- 
ings of the Evangelists and Apostles; except in 
the history of the Supper, and in 2. Cor. 3. 6. 
and Heb. 7. 22. 9.16. in these passages they 
have improperly followed the Vulgate, which has 
testamentum. 


our Lord shed upon the cross, yet they do this 
under the covert of the accidents of bread and 
wine. 1. That human piety might not abhor 
the sacrament as they then would do; for, say 
they, should they see the colour of human 
flesh, and the colour of human biood, and taste 
the savour of them the horror of it would hinder 
the receiving of the sacrament. 2. That this 
was a just reason why our Lord’s body and 
blood should lie thus concealed under the spe- 
cies of bread and wine, lest it should be known 
to infidels, and be open to their blasphemies; 
lest the action should be ridiculous to them, 
scandalous, inhuman, and execrable. [See 
Whitby’s Annotation on Matthew, 26. 26. ] 
We must now proceed to examine the pas- 
sages in Jno. vi. 53-55. which we cited as ad- 


duced by the Papists in support of transubstan-|_ 


tiation. This passage has no relation whatever 
to the Lord’s icone: it was spoken one year 
before the insiitution of the Supper, and it will 
be obvious to every one who reads the chapter, 
that eating the flesh and drinking the blood of 
Christ in the passage, means nothing more than 
believing in him with a saving faith. In the 
40th verse Jesus said: ‘‘This is the will of Him 
that sent me, that every one who seeth the 
Son, and BELIEvVETH On him, may have everlast- 
ing life; and I will raise him up at the last day.” 
Again in the 47th verse: ‘Verily, verily I say 
unto you, he that BELIEVETH in me hath ever- 
lasting life.’ In the 54th verse he says: ‘‘Who- 
so eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last 
day.”’ Evidently meaning as above, “he that 
believeth in me. The Jews very properly said, 
“How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ 
And “many of his disciples, when they had 
heard this, said: this is a hard saying; who can 
hear it?’ ‘‘When Jesus knew in himself that 
his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, 
Doth this offend you? What, and if ye shall 
see the son of man ascend up where he was be- 
fore? It is the spirit that quickeneth, the flesh 
profiteth nothing: the words that | spake unto 
you, they are spirit, and they are life.’”’ They are 
figurative, and to be understood in a metaphori- 
cal sense. It is evident,from the following verses, 
that the twelve, after this explanation, under- 
stood him distinctly to mean, by eating and 
drinking, no more than believing on him. For, 
when many of his followers abandoned him on 
account of these ‘‘hard sayings,’’ Jesus said to 
the twelve: ‘Will ye also go away? Then Simon 
Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we 
go? Thou hast the words of eternal life, And 
we BELIEVE and are sure that thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.”’ 

There are large bodies of Protestant Chris- 
tians who, while they reject the doctrine of 
transubstantiation as a gross and pernicious 
error, yet hold that of consubstantiation; and 
believe the reai body and blood of Christ is pre- 
sent with the bread and wine, and are eaten 
and drunk by faith, in the Lord's Supper. One 
of these say in their confession of faith, ‘“ We 
really feed upon, and are nourished by, the proper 
substance of Christ’s body.’ Another denomi- 
nation prays thus in their communion service: 
“Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eal the 
esh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his blood, that our sinful souls and bodies. may 
be made clean by his death, &c.”’ “And again, 
“Hear us, O most merciful Father, we most 
humbly beseech thee, and grant that we, re- 
ceiving these thy creatures of bread and wine, 
according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s 
holy institution in remembrance of his death 


thy heart, by Faith with thanksgiving.” 


and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed 


body and blood.” See communion service of 
Methodist Episcopal Church. In accordance 
with these views of the presence of the real 
body of Christ, the ministers of this denomina- 
tion, when givin the bread to the communi- 
cants, say: ‘The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which was given for thee, preserve thy soul and 
body unto everlasting life.”’ ‘Frep on him in 
And 
when they give the wine, they say: ‘The blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for 
tnee, preserve thy soul and body unto everlast- 
ng life.’ 

n their Hymns, marked ‘Sacramental,’ and 


used on those occasions, we read such lines as . 


these:— 


“By faith his flesh we eat, 
Who here his passion show.’” 


‘Drink thy blood for sinners shed, 
Taste thee in the broken bread.” 


“‘Now, Lord, on us thy flesh bestow, 
And let us drink thy blood.” 


The opinion that Christ’s body is present 
with the bread, and his blood with the wine, is 
unscriptural and absurd. 

It is unscriptural; because the word of God 
teaches, that Christ has a real human body, and 
that the heavens contain it, “until the times of 
restitution of all things which God hath spoken 
by the mouth of his Prophets.’ Acts 3. 21. 
[t is absurd; because it supposes the matter of 
our Lord’s body possesses one of the essential 
properties of the eternal spirit, omnipresenc?. 
It also supposes, that the body of Christ pos- 
sesses some curative properties, and when eaten 
by faith will heal the maladies of the soul, and 
‘preserve the body unto everlasting life.” 


[To be continued. | 


We extract the following article (which ap- 
peared originally in the British Monthly Repos- 
itory) from the Wesleyan Protestant Magazine. 

There is much in the article to interest every 
American Methodist. It is a fact, that the 
preachers influence is greatly and rapidly on 
tne wane in England and Ireland, and the de- 
sire to be free prevails to a great extent in 
America. The local preachers and the intelli- 
gent part of the membership are awaking from 
their supineness. They have willed to be free; 
and they are rapidly throwing off the fetters 
which bound them in submission to the itinerant 
preachers’ dictum. 


OLD METHODIST CONNEXION PREACHERS’ POWER ~ 


CHANGING AND DECLINING. 


To the editor of the Wesleyan Protestant Method- 
ist Magazine. 

‘*The death of Mr. Wesley, in 1791, was the 
occasion of throwing the elements of the Me- 
thodist body, which, with a strong hand, he had 
kept repressed, and with an outstretched arm 
directed, into great and alarming contusion. 


isted in the conference which were obnoxious. | 
‘The hundred” formed an imperium in impe- 
rio. Possessing the chief power, they secured 
for themselves the most lucrative stations. The 
pre-eminence they enjoyed was scarcely due to. 
their talents; and some aspiring young men, 


The leader was gone, and the minor spirits be- 
gan to strive one with another. Distinctions ex- VA 


conscious of superior powers, laboured to divide 


> 
iat 
i 
te 
° 
< 
be 
J 
*, 
a 
4 
4 
‘ 
* 
~ 
“> 
bd 
| 
g 
A 
* 
\y 
“ 
Bee 
y 
a 
‘ 
‘ 
bE 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


the benefits of their elevation with them. In 
the end, these aspirants got the mastery, and 
now form the oligarchy that rules the conference. 

There was, however, one point in which these 
new-fashioned clergy agreed pretty well. ‘The 

wer which Mr. Wesley had transmitted to the 
oligarchy was absolute. To become members 
of the , all might turn and 
all were therefore concerned to hold the people 
fast in the bondage in which they had received 
them from the “venerable father.” It is diffi- 
cult to imagine a more complete organ of tyran- 
ny than was the Methodist Conference in the 
year 1792. It united in itself the legislative, 
the judicial, and the executive powers. The 
conference made the laws at its annual meet- 
ings, the members of the conference executed 
the laws, and judged delinquents in their sever- 
al stations thréugh the country. It possessed 
the sole right of property in some hundreds of 
chapels. it had immense sums of money at its 
disposal. It was oo re except to public 
opinion, and that it did its best to keep down. 

here was not one layman among its members. 
It. was a pure hierarchy. Its spirit was the 


_ grasping and tenacious spirit of the priesthood, 


and its rule a priestly domination. 
The people, however, were not altogether in- 


‘sensible to. their degradation. le oy of 


discontent appeared amongst them. They re- 

rded the Conference with an eye of jealously. 

hey could with difficulty discern the reasons 
why the priests should own the chapels which 
their generosity and enterprize had erected. It 
seemed to them still more strange they should 
not even know how the immense sums of money 
were disposed of, which, from year to year, they 
contributed. And after all, they enjoyed not 
the whole of their Christian privileges. The 
Romish Church, in its plentitude of power, for- 
bade not the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, 
but only one of its symbols, the cup, to the laity. 
The Wesleyan priesthood went further. They 
were anxious to be taken into the Established 
Church, and in consequence abstained, as long 
as they were able, from administering to their 
followers the rites of the supper and of baptism. 
The people were clamorous for these ceremonies. 
The Bulk of them had no desire for comprehen- 
sion in the church, and could not understand 
the affected delicacy of their ghostly leaders. 
But the latter were not to be easily moved from 
their purpose. Long and steadily they resisted 
the nt oe demands, At last a crisis came, 
and the matter was referred toGod. Mr, Wes. 
ley had both practised and defended the use of 
lots, and the Conference, in imitation of him, 
put the question to the lot; it was decided that 
the Lord’s Supper should not be administered 
for the current year; and the Conference, in an 
address to the societies, had the hardihvod to 
assert that “God was uncommonly present, and 
did himself decide.”? This revelation, however, 
lasted not long, and the Conference was com. 
pelled to allow the administration of the **Sacra- 
ment,” which, however, they checked as much 
as lay in their power. Still the connexion re- 
mained in agitation. The priests bore sway— 
the people were in bondage. An effort for 
liberty was determined on. Petitions and ad- 
dresses from the people had in vain been sent. 
On one occasion a motion passed in the Confer- 
ence for destroying all such papers without ex- 
amination. Outraged by the tyranny of the 
priests, the peopled assembled in a considerable 
number at Manchester, at the same time with 


the Conference, and demanded that some atten- 
tion should be paid to their rights. The preach- 
ers were alarmed—they say themselves, ‘*we 


trembled at the thought of a division and its 
dreadful consequences, and therefore determin 

ed to set apart the first day of the conference as 
a day of solemn and rea/ tasting and prayer. 
God wus indeed in the midst of us.” 

A committee was appointed to prepare a pian 
of general pacification, and the choice of this 
committee, they tell the discontented, was of 
God. “We were astonished at the choice, and 
clearly saw it was of God.” The doings of a 
committee, divinely appointed, the people were, 
of course, bound to respect; and afraid lest they 
should seem to fight against God, they returned 
content with the scantiest concessions. This 
occurred in the year 1795. Within two years 
the holy awe, played off by these presumptuous 
priests, had subsided. The people began to re- 
turn to a sane mind, and to ask themselves what 
they had really obtained. Again they became 
dissatisfied, and again they left their homes to 
demand their rights. Two hundred lay dele- 
gates assembled at Leeds, in 1797, and extorted 
from the Conference some further concessions. 
We say extorted, and so it was. The Confer- 
ence themselves speak of ‘‘the sacrifices, in re- 
spect to authority, which we have made,” and 
they conceded what little the people got, only 
through fear. Let us look at these concessions, 
to prevent which the Conference had laboured 
foully, fairly, and strenuously. Even from 
what they gave, their spirit will be manifest. 
They agreed to publish an annual account of 
some of the monies under their direction. They 
agreed that the stewards of the circuits (in some 
sense the organ of the people) should be allow- 
ed to audit certain demands for the support of 
the travelling preachers. They increased in ap- 
pearance the power of the local functionaries in 
temporal concerns; in appearance we say, be- 
cause as the system works, these functionaries 
have really little, if any, more power than the 
superintendent, that is, the servant of the Con- 
ference, chooses to allow. These things, with 
a few others they gave, acting thereon as a holy 
alliance ought to act, giving a constitution (and 
such an one!) to the people. And what did 
they withhold? They withheld that without 
which all their concessions were but dupery, 
the right of the people to share in the legislation 
by which they were to be governed. A demand 
was made for the admission of delegates from the 
“- into Conference, but it was rejected. 

They withheld also, as far as they could, the 
- of free speeeh. They limited the number 
of meetings to be held in each circuit. They 
defined the business to be therein transacted. 
They made their nominee supreme in these 
meetings. ‘They forbade all others, and impos- 
ed penalties on such as should venture to call 
“informal” meetings. They declared they would 
receive no communications from any meetings 
but such as they had appointed, and they inhib- 
ited their deputy, the superintendent, from put- 
ting to the vote at the regular meetings any mo- 
tion hostile to the discipline of Methodism. Vhey 
had previously thrown all the impediments they 
could in the way of circulation of opinion, by 
letter or by the press, among the members of the 
connexion. As if the people were not, by these 
provisions. sufficiently bound and trammelled, 
they made the decision of Conference, in any 
disputed case, paramount. To secure the peo- 
ple’s acquiescence in these arbitrary enactments. 
they did not, suo more, plead divine guidance, 
but vaunted their generosity, declaring with no 
small effrontery, ‘*Thus brethren, we have given 
up the greatest part of our executive govern- 


ment into your hands.” For ourselves, we feel 
it difficult to understand how men, who were so 


far moved by the spirit of liberty, as to leave 
their homes and brave the holy anger of their 
spiritual guides in quest ot it, could have been 
satisfied with the arrangements that took place. 
They could not have fully comprehended the 
nature of their wants, or the means of supplying 
them. A child in legislation might have ‘told 
them that the Conference had, in its pretended 
concessions, done nothing more than varnish 
their chains. Nor do we find that the advucates 
of the rights of the people in the present day, 
understand very much better than their prede- 
cessors, the nature and extent of religious liber- 
ty. They have so long sat in darkness that 
their vision is dull; they have been in bondage 
till the thoughts of perfect liberty have perished 
in their minds. How else could they waste 
their time and resources in debating ie in- 
fringements on a constitution which is framed 
to enslave the many to the will of the few? 
There are amongst them, perhaps, some whose 
understanding is better than their courage, who 
know what they ought to have, yet dare not ask 
for it. “It is an awful thing to disturb and di- 
vide communities of real Christians, (and espe- 
cially those by whose instrumentallity we have 
been brought to the knowledge of God,) upon 
points of doubtful disputation.” These and 
such words, the ever-ready scarecrows of their 
“reverend fathers,” are rung in their ears from 
theirown memories, and their associates’ tongues, 
whenever they speak of vindicating their inalien- 
able rights: and the arm uplifted, under a sense 
of injuries received and liberties withheld, falls 
paralyzed at the magic of these terrific sounds. 
There have been, however, even among the 
Methodists, men who both understand and as- 
sert their religious rights. At the very time of 
the concessions before noticed, Mr. Killam rais- 
ed his voice to a louder and bolder tone, de- 
manding admission into the Conference for the 
delegates of the people. In consequence he was 
covered with abuse, denounced, expelled, and 
insulted even in his grave. Many before and 
alter him met with a similar though not quite 
so severe a fate. And it may serve to add an 
illustration to the spirit of Methodism to re- 
mark, that nearly all the secessions from the 
rule of the Conference have been occasioned b 
yhe defence of religious liberty. Both indi- 
viduals and bodies of people have been cut off 
merely for asserting their right to influence that 
legislation by which they were governed, and 
the distribution of that money which they large- 
ly contributed. 

Lhe wonder to us is, not that so many have 
left, but that so many remain in the connexion. 

We cannot see how men, who are born free 
and live under free civil institutions, can endure 
the pure and all-eimbracing despotism of the 
Methodist priesthood. One will only directs 
the body—the will of the dominant party in the 
Conference. ‘The exploded absurdity of the jus 
divinum is revived among men who but yester- 
day exchanged the apron for the black coat. 
They plead a special call to a special work, and 
demand, therefore, entire obedience. Who 
should resist the divinely appointed messengers 
of Christ? They go forth, not in their own 
power, but in the power of God, and the people 
are therefore required to ‘obey them that have 
the rule over them.” ‘Their pretensions they 
found not enly on their miraculous vocation, 
but on alleged principles of the New ‘Testament. 
There they find an “order? distinct from and 
paramount to all other Christians. Of that or- 
der are they. ‘The assumed rights of that or- 
der they in consequence claim. They are su- 
preme under Christ in the church. They can 
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admit of no ‘‘co-ordinate authority.’ Though 


constructed out of ‘local preachers,’ by a change 
of dress, and the prefix Reverend, they frown 
the lecal preachers into silence as they pray for 
a share in their Reverences’ power. They re- 
mind the suppliants of the distinction of ‘‘or- 
der,” and bid them learn to obey before they 
essay torule. In their disinterested and com- 
prehensive ardour they extend their care beyond 
the spiritual, to temporal concerns, and ease 
the “lower orders,”? the deacons, of much of 
their weighty business. In a word, they are 
over all, in all. They are supreme and om- 
nipresent. They have an eye in every mem- 
ber’s breast, a hand in every member’s pocket, 
arod in every member's house. A member 
cannot marry without their consent, must not 
eat what they forbid, must dress as they order, 
must think as they dictate, and speak according 
to their hornbook. If a Methodist complains of 
oppression, he is denounced as an innovator; if 
he tells his tale to the public, he is excommuni- 
cated as a worldling. If from local oppression 
he seeks redress at the haads of Conference, 
his petition is arrested by his oppressor, or 
should it by some rare chance escape the plena- 
ry power and hundred hands of the local func- 
tionary, it finds the oppressor turned judge, and 
surrounded by assessors alike concerned to 
maintain an usurped dominion. We have not 
exaggerated the picture. The following cases 
are our vouchers. At Leeds a few trustees and 
others wished to have an organ in the Bruns- 
wick Chapel. The “superintendent” of the 
circuit, the local “bishop,” was applied to, and 
he recommended the proper course, namely, ap- 
plication to the Leaders’ Meeting. A sarge 
majority of that meeting decided against the 
proposal, and according to Methodist law, the 
question was set at rest.. But the organ party 
were dissatisfied; they had interes: with the 
preachers, and acting, as advised by authority, 
they applied fo the District Meeting. Here they 
met with a second defeat. An application 
was made to Conference, and Coulevence, in 
contempt of these two decisions, and there- 
fure in opposition to its own laws, granted 
leave for the erection of the organ. In conse- 
quence of these infractions of the law, and this 
invasion of the people’s rights, disorders began 
to prevail in the Leeds societies. Irregular 
meetings were held. These the people justified 
by the illegality of their opponents’? measures, 
aud the only object proposed by them was to 
gain time for an appeal to the Conference. 
Overiures made on the part of the people were 
rejected. Unqualified and immediate submis- 
sion was required. This being impossible, the 
authorities are appealed to, a conclave assem- 
bles, none are allowed to vote but such as had, 
in writing signified their adherence to the priest- 
ly party, avd one thousand members, accused 
of no act of immorality, whose sole crime was 
their having dared to complain that Conference 
had broken its own laws; one thousand mem- 
bers, of whom twenty-eight were local preachers, 
and thirty-five leaders, were, without the least 
attempt at conciliation, cut off from a connexion 
which was dear to them, and excluded trom 
places of worship they had heiped to erect. OL 
these arbitrary proceedings, several members at 
Liverpool thought they were bouud to complain. 
They intimated to the superintendent their in- 
tention to introduce the subject at the Quarter- 
ly Meeting, with the view of putting the Con- 
fereuce in possession of their sentiments. The 
superintendent demurred, but being advised that 
if he refused to entertain the subject, an irregu- 
lar meeting might be called, he concluded by 
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saying, ‘“‘Well, then, I suppose we must endea- 
vour to meet the case.” A copy of the address 
intended to be sent to Conference was submit- 
ted to him before the meeting took place. This 
he revised, and what he objected to was alter- 
ed. Resolutions in the spirit of the address, 
were moved and seconded at the Quarterly 
Meeting, and the superintendent refused to put 
the questions to the vote. He promised, how- 
ever, to call a special meeting for the purpose of 
discussing the subject. At the time appointed 
there was a full attendance. The superintend- 
ent occupied the time till nearly midnight in 
talking of extraneous matters, and concluded by 
saying, ‘as to these resolutions, [ cannot put 
them to the vote, nut that I am afraid they 
would be carried, but because I cannot put an 

thing to the vote which J consider to be richard cs 
istical.” The address, however, was sent to 
the Conference, signed by those who were inter- 
ested in it, and an oral reply was returned, to 
the effect, that ‘the Conference very highly ap- 
proved of the conduct of the superintendent in 
steadily resisting any discussions connected 
with the vital interests of Methodism, and that 
his refusal to put to the vote such resolutions 
was exceedingly praiseworthy.” We will men- 
tion one more case in illustration of the oppres- 
sive spirit of the Methodist priesthood. An 
address was recently published in the London 
east circuit calling upon the people to augment 
the preacher’s income. Mr. Rassell, a class- 


in peewee to the address, on the grounds thst 
500/ per annum, the income of each preacher in 
that circuit, was an ample provision, or, if that 
suin was not sufficient, the nnmber of preachers 
might be diminished without detriment to “the 
work of God.” This scandalum magnatum 
brought down on his head, as might have been 
expected, the red-hot thunderbolts of ecclesias- 
tical condemnation. The superintendent began 
by taking from Mr. Russell his official appuint- 
ments, and when he attempted to explain, the 
conduct of his reverence was, he strtes, “more 
like a furious lion, or a bear robbed of her whelps, 
than a Christian minister.” 
To be continued, 


LADIES’ DEPARTMENT. 


TO THE LADIES. 


The silvery tints of age have already whiten- 
ed imy brow, and warn me that my season of 
usefulness is fast passing away. Therefore what 
| have to do, ‘must be done quickly.? For 
months past I have had little of a worldly na- 
ture to occupy me, but to observe the changes 
of the little world around me; and with pain 
have [ seen the gradual and secret inroads of 
that poverty aol want which is too evidently 
threatening to overwhelm our land. All ranks 
and classes are now beginning to feel and speak 
of the evils which I have sijiently seen creeping 
upon us. Some ascribe this state of affairs to 
one thing, and sume toanother. ‘There are un- 
doubtedly various causes which contribute to 
the evil. But may not one hidden spring or the 
mischief be traced to our own fire-side, to the 
wives and daughters and sisters, who thought- 
lessly and unconsciously, by the indulgence of 
every imaginary want, so swell the fountain of 
extravagance, that soon nothing can resist it.— 
Do not imagine that | am attributing too much to 
you, or that I would be unjust to an individual 
of your number. 1 believe you ignorant of the 
injury you are doing, and feel confident that 


few of you would willingly deepen and widen 
the chanuel which must suoner or later bring 


leader, and local preacher, published a pamphlet | respectability. 
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ruin on those nearest and dearest to you. None 
of you willdeny that a spirit of extravagance is 
abroad in the land; you all see it, you all talk of 
it; and it may be you believe each extravagant 
but yourself. Perhaps conscience sometimes 
whispers, you ought not to have bought this ar- 
ticle or that; but you find a ready excuse in the 
thought ‘every body has it, and I shall be singu- 
lar without it.’ Some of you perhaps have no 
scruples about indulging in the fashion and 
luxury of the day, because hee have no suspi- — 
cion that your husband, or fathers, or brothers, 
are not abundantly able to meet the expense. 
Suppose they are now, are you sure they always 
will be; these little streams, small as they may 
be in themselves, soon swell into an ocean, | 
But are you sure those who support you are 
able? May not their tenderness for you, their 
unwillingness to deny you, lead them to conceal 
the true state of their finances? May they not, 
by the perhaps trifling sums daily thrown away 
upon yourselves and your children, be amassing 
debts which must at last plunge youall in pover- 
ty and wretchedness? You may each be ready 
to say, ‘I expend very little. I desire merely 
what is necessary for my comfort and respecta- 
bility in society; I require no expostulatory 
caution,’ but I entreat you not to utter the sen- 
timent till you have weighed the matter well: 
few of you after deliberate reflection, will I 
think come to this conclusion. First settle the 
question what is necessary to your comfort or 
Is it necessary that you should 
adopt the tollies of the fashionable world? is it 
necessary that you should ape the style and 
habits of the opulent of our cities; is it necessa- 
ry for your comfort that you should wear adress 
of twenty yards, where you once used six or 
ten? is it necessary for your comfort that you 
expend in trimmings for your dresses, a sum 
which would purchase two or three suits for 
your childrenr No, you know it is not.---Will 
not some of you then dare to be singular; 
dare to exert your influence in turning this tide 
of tolly? Is there not some one of you who will 
dure return to the hospitality of your forefathers, 
and where you now spend hours or days in pre- 
paring nicknacks of every description for the 
entertainment of your friends, let them share 
with you the simple fare of olden times? Will 
not some of you dare to be singular, and dress 
with the simplicity and taste of former years? 
Will not some one of you dare to be singular, 
and dress your children as children should be 
dressed---plainly and simply as possible? and b 
this singularity will you not try to avert this evil? 
Will not the conviction that by rigid econo- 
my and perhaps much self-denial, you are exert- 
ing your influence for the general good, and se- 
curing your husbands and your father from 
anxiety and disquietude, afford you far more 
satisfaction than you have cver felt in the in- 
dulgence of your love of show, or pride of ap- 
pearance? Begin, then, to-morrow your reform, 
—Determine to make your real necessities the 
measure of your expense; and if, by your exam- 
ple, you can induce your female friends to pur- 
sue the same course, I shall no doubt, at the 
close of the year puint to such happy results as 
will balance the amount of pores arising from 
almost any other source. onthly Mag. 


FAVOUR OF GOD, 


As the sun ripens and sweetens fruits by shin- 
ing upon them, without which they would be 
sour and unsavory; so it is the sunshine of God’s 
love and favour that sweetens all earthly bles- 
sings, without which they would be but crosses 
and curses to them that possess them. 
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POETRY. 


HYMN. 


Thou that createst all! Thou fountain 
_ Of our sun’s light—who dwellest far 
From man, beyond the farthest star, 
Yet, ever present; who dost heed 
Our spirits in their utmost need, 

We bless thee, Father, that we are’ 


We bless thee for our inward life; 
For its immortal date decreeing; 
For that which comprehendeth thee, 
A spark of thy divinity, 

Which is the being of our being! 


We bless thee for this bounteous earth; 
For its increase—for curn and wine; 
For forest oaks, for mountain rills, 
For cattle on a thousand hills; 

. We bless thee, for all good is thine! 


The earth is thine, and it thou keepest, 
That man may labor net in vain; 

Thou giv’st the grass, the grain, the tree, 
Seed time and harvest come from thee, 
The early and the latter rain! 


The earth is thine—the summer earth; 
Fresh with the dews, with sunshine bright; 
With golden clouds in evening hours, 

With singing birds and balmy flowers, 
Creatures of beauty and delight. 


The earth is thine—the teeming earth; 
In the rich bounteous time of seed, 
When mau goes forth in joy to reap, 
And gathers up his garnered heap, 
Against the time of storm and need. 


The earth is thine—when days are dim, 

And leafless stands the stately tree; 

When from the north the fierce winds blow, 
When falleth fast the mantling snow;— 

The earth pertaineth still to thee! 


The earth is thine—thy creature, man! 
Thine are all worlds, all suns that shine; 
Darkness and light, and life and death; 
Whate’er all space inhabited— 
Creator! Father! all is thine! 


ON VIRTUE. 

BY PHILLIS WHEATLEY. 
O thou bright jewel, in my aim I strive 
To comprehend thee. Thine own words declare 
Wisdom is higher than a fool can reach. 
I cease to wonder, and no more attempt 
Thine height t’ explore, or fathom thy profound. 
But, O my soul, sink not into despair, 1 
Virtue is near thee, and with gentle hand 
Would now embrace thee, hovers o’er thine head 
Fain would the heaven-born soul with her converse: 
Then seek, then court hier for her promised biss. 


Auspicious queen, thine heavenly pinions spread, 
- And lead celestial Chastity along; 

Lo! now her sacred retinue descends, 

Arrayed in glory from the orbs above. 

_ Attend me, Virtue, through my youthful years! 
© leave me not to the false joys of time! 

But guide my steps to endless life and bliss, 
Greatness, or Goodness, say what I shall call thee, 
To give a higher appellation still, 

Teach me a better strain, a nobler lay, 


O thou, enthroned with cherubs in the realms of day! 


MIND. - 
‘Mind is the Go-like attribute of Man! 
Even as the prophet in the arid wind | 
Smote the dull rock, which gave its waters forth 
Till awe-struck Israel gazed upon the sight: 
Thus by high reason waked, the mind instinct 
Pours its rich, sparkling streams upon the earth, 
. ‘And the world looks with a rap’t wonder on.” 


Mary Howirt. 


INTELLIGENCE, 


CONGRESS. 


In the Senate yesterday, 27th ult. Mr. Webster pre- 
sented several petitions in favor of the abolition of sla- 
very in the District of Columbia. A number of memo- 
rials in favor of the charter of the United States Bank, 
were presented. Mr. White, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, reported a bill establishing the office of 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs. Mr. Clay's resolution 
was taken up, and Mr. Dallas spoke two hours and a half 
in its support, when, not having concluded, he gave way 
to a motion to adjourn. 


In the House of Representatives, numerous memo- 
rials and petitions were presented. Mr. Archer, from 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, reported a bill to 
carry into effect the Convention between the United 
States and France, concluded at Paris on the 4th of July, 
1831. Mr. Archer, from the same Committee, reported 
a bill to amend the act fixing the compensation of the 
Ministers and Consuls of the United States residing on 
the Barbary coast, and for other purposes. Mr.McDuffie, 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, reported a 
bill, making appropriations for Indian annuities and 
other similar objects, for the year 1832. Mr. Plummer, 
from the Committee on the Public Lands, reported a 
bill to remove the Land Office from Mount Salus to 
Jackson, in the state of Mississippi. Mr. Hall, of North 
Carolina, from the Committee on Public Expenditures, 
reported a bill to establish a uniform rule for computing 
the mileage of members of Congress. Mr. Barringer, 
from the Committee on the Militia, reported a bill to 
provide more effectually for the national defence. The 
resolution submitted on Saturday last by Mr. Adams, 
was modified by the mover, and agreed to. The resolu- 
tion submitted on Thursday last by Mr. Clayton, of Geo. 
for the appointment of a Select Committee to examine 
into the affairs of the Bank of the United States, was 
taken up. Mr. Clayton addressed the House in favor of 
the adoption of the resolution, and was followed by Mr. 
McDuffie in opposition thereto. When the latter gentle- 
man had concluded, Mr. Payton obtained tha floor, but 
the hour heretofore agreed upon for a recess, having ex- 


pired, he gave way, and the house adjourned to meet 
again at 7 o’clock. P. M. 


Evening Session.—The House re-assembled at 7 o- 
clock. On motion of Mr. Johnson of Kentucky, the 
bill to establish certain Post Roads. ané to alter and @is- 
continue others, and for other purposes, was considered 
in Committe of the Whole on the Union. Numerous 
amendments were agreed to, when the Committee rose, 


reported progress, and at a late hour the House ad- 
journed. 


THE FLOOD. 
The latest accounts from the state of the waters of 
the Ohio at Cincinnati, are given in the Cincinnati Ga- 
zette of the 20th inst. as follows:— 


The river continued to rise until Saturday morning 
the 18th, at which time it was 63 feet above low water 
mark. It remained stationary till about noon, when it 
commenced falling very slowly. From Saturday noon 
till Sunday, 19th, it fel) eight inches, and when our pa- 
per went to press last evening, it had fallen altogether 
twelve inches. 

We learn from a passenger on board the steam boat 
Versailles, that the river fell at Maysville eighteen 


inches from Saturday morning at 4, till Sunday morning 
at 4 o’clock 


DICKINSON COLLEGE. 
We learn from the Carlisle Herald, that the Board of 


| Trustees of Dickinson College have resolved to close 


the institution at the end of the present session. The 
Herald says—‘‘This Institution has been in a declining 
state for a considerable time past, the number of Stu- 
dents at the present moment being but about 15 or 16. 
The causes of the defection of several who were for- 
merly students of this institution, have been rumoured 
abroad amongst us, with what truth, those immediately 
connected with it are able to say. As for ourselves we 
forbear to descant upon them further, than to say, that 
we think the Board have acted wisely in this matter.” 


In looking over a Jamaica paper of the Ist inst. we 
find that three of the most desperate chiefs of the black 
insurgents have been taken They bear the following 
names: Dehaney, Wellington, Wilberforce. 


Letters from Matanzas of the 15th inst. state that 
bills on New York were now at par, a circumstance that 


has not before occurred in the last ten years. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


&3The necessities of the Publisher compel him 
again earnestly to solicit remittances for the Books for- 
warded to order. Also for balances due on the paper. 
He hopes every one, without exception, will render him 
the assistance so much required at the present time. Re- 
mittances, per mail, at his risk. 


Remittances received for the present volume, viz:— 


Jonathan Holmes. By William Collier, for Thomas 
Randall, Dorsey Jacobs, James Jubb, and Wm. Etchi- 
son, Henry Yater, Eli Henkle, Thos. Benneson. By 
Daniel Gibbons, for J. A. Shackleford, Thos. Pennell, 
David Smith, and William Peninger. By H.C.Dorsey, 
for himself and David W. Reader. By Peyton Bibb, 
for himself, B. 8S. Bibb, Abner McGehee, Fleming 
Freeman, and Peekins Galaspie. Amon Richards, Jas. — 
Clemson. By T. F. Norris, for Jonas Brown, Joshua 
Upham, Joseph Boardman, J. D. Dyer, Peter Steven- 
son, and Joseph Kumrill. 


Remittances received on account of First Volume. viz: 


By Joseph J. Borden, for Thomas Cook. W. Lang. By 
H. C. Dorsey, for Robert Miller, and Sterling Turner. 
By E. D. Tarver, for David Fowler, and O. S. Harvey. 
By S. Henkle, for Joseph Inskeep, for 1831 and 1832. 
Dr. James G. Leech, John Jones. By Thos. F. Norris, 
for Jas. Green, for 1831 and 1832; Frederick Hughes, 
J. D. Yates, for 1831 & 1832, and R. Duerson, for do. do. 


Receipts for Books—gratefully recorded. 


Peyton Bibb, $30 00 
Daniel Gibbons, 2 00 
E. D. Tarver, 5 00 
Lewis F. Cosby, 10 00 
Moses Scott, 10 00 
A. Smith,” 20 00 


LETTERS RECEIVED. 


J.J. Bordman, John Hilton, A. Fleming, Thos. Benne- 
son, Daniel Gibbons, Nathaniel Carpenter, W. Lang, 
Joshua Doup, J. L. E. Easterlinz, (attended to.) A. 
Smith, Peyton Bibb, E. D. Tarver, Saul Henkle, D. 
Chambers, George Phillips, John Harrod, J. J. Judge, 
(papers is sent,) Moses Scott, J. C. McWhirter, (paper 
attended to, and money credited.) Thomas Burgess, 
Henry White, W. H. Bowen, W.P. Melson, (papers 
sent.) Thomas Spragen, Lewis F. Cosby, (books will be 
sent.) Edward Edwards, (with a list of new subscribers, 
papers sent.) D. & J Ames, Thos. F. Norris. 


Books forwarded since the 8th number, to 


Moses Scott, care of John Phillips, Union-town, Pa. 
one box, per wagon. 


MARYLAND ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 


The Annual Conference of the Methodist Protestant 
Church for the Maryland District, will be held in the 
city of Georgetown, District of Columbia, to commence 
on the first Wednesday in April next. 


JOHN J. HARROD, 
Has on hand, 


A further supply of the very popular Camp-mceting 
Hymn and Spiritual Song Book, entitled ‘‘Harrod’s 
Collection,” is received and for sale at $3 per dozen. 

The Methodist Protestant Church Hymn Book, in plain 
binding at $4; in red gilt, $6; in calf, extra gilt edges, 
$15, morocco, with strap gilt on the edges, $15 per 
dozen. | 

The Rev. John Wesley’s Works, in 10 volumes octavo, 
bound, price $12., No methodist who can spare the 
money ought to be without a copy of the works of the 
Father of Methodism—they would form a useful 
legacy—though dead yet Wesley continues to speak. 

Doddridge’s Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul, 
$4, bound; Mrs. Rowe’s Devout Exercises; Mason on 
Self-Knowledg; Clarke on the Promises, all excellent 
works, at $3 per dozen, bound—thousands of these are 
annually sold in England and the U. States. 

The Aeademical Reader, in high repute, the fourth edi- 
tion, for the past 12 months, is just going to press, 

- price $6 per dozen, bound and lettered. The intro- 
duction to do. with cuts, $250 per dozen, is also 
very popular wherever it has been seen and used. 
*,*These Books are used in many of the most respect- 

able Seminaries, and the recommendations are very 

numerous. 


PRINTED BY WILLIAM WOODDY, 
No. 6, S. Calvert-st. Baltimore. 
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